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EVELYN MYRIE A 2016 HONOUREE HAS NOT 
STOPPED 
 
Since 2016, Evelyn has been involved in nu-

merous community activi-
ties. She founded the annu-
al "Women Who Rock 
Awards" a platform for cel-
ebrating Women’s History 
Month in Canada. To date, 
over thirty women have 
been honoured for their 
tremendous achievements 
and contributions to their 
community.  

Two years ago, she was elected President of 
the Afro Canadian Caribbean Association- 
Hamilton's longest serving Black community 
association. This past January (2020) she was 
presented with the inaugural "Order of Hamil-
ton Award" for exceptional community leader-
ship. We will definitely continue to hear about 
Evelyn, she doesn’t stand still. 



 
President Barack Obama at the Economic Club in Toronto 
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On January 23rd, 2020 The Economic Club of Canadian hosted Future of Work & 
New Economy Series: Part 1. Over six thousand persons attended the event that 
featured U.S. president Barack Obama, as well as Mme. Sophie Gregoire Trudeau. Interestingly 
enough, however, when Mme Trudeau, gifted First Nations drummers and President Obama 
graced the stage…none of the intimacy between speaker and audience was lost. We felt a con-
nection to them and what they shared with us. Each provided thoughtful, positive deposits into 
all in attendance.  A lady at my table mentioned that she worked for the government. I casually 
asked if she was here as an agency representative, to which she responded, “the government 
doesn’t know I’m here.” Clearly this event was important enough to play adult hooky.  Others 
agreed, as in a room of over six thousand, there were likely others at the event who had coughed 
on a call to their boss that morning. 

All three 100 ABC Women co-authors were in attendance, as well as some of its core team, such as social media director Valerie Augustine, Event 
Planners Kares Clarke-Glasgow, Floydeen Charles-Fridal Huggins, Nicole Waldron and Joan Pierre, and this author, director of communications, 
Alyson Renaldo. 

Sitting wherever you were in the filled Metro Convention Centre, one still cannot explain how large the space actually was…until you realized that 
even with 20/20 vision, jumbo screens were required in order to see the speakers. At one point this author considered sourcing hydration and 
packing a lunch to go speak to a colleague who was sitting on the other end of the venue.   You may wonder what all the fuss is about. I mean 
we’ve all heard president Obama share insights before. One can Google his brilliance, so why trek downtown to see him during the work week?  
100 ABC 2020 honouree and associate described hearing him speak as, “just inspiring. [President Obama] touched on so many things that I believe 
in.” 

The ostensible fuss was that President Obama’s insights were connected to his continual commitment to learning and personal growth, which he 
seemed happy to share with all within the sound of his voice. In that regard, we were exposed to new points of wisdom, which resonated with us 
all and for that time connected each and every one of us. 

100 ABC co-author Dauna Jones Simmonds described her attendance as being a defining moment, “I never thought it would happen. It was a his-
toric moment for me. He was spot on with his answers, very inspiring…good motivation for the some five hundred young people in the room to-
day.” 

100 ABC co-author Dr. Denise O’Neil Green observed that, “the president…I still call him ‘president’, as far as I’m concerned he is still my presi-
dent. His responses were brilliant. He recognized the importance of young people and how their work will change the way we do business and 
how we treat the earth.” Regarding the event itself, Dr. O’Neil Green lauds, “[It’s] very impressive that this event was organized in six weeks. The 
organizers are to be commended.” 

Co-author the Honourable Dr. Jean Augustine was sought out by Rhiannon Rosalind, CEO of The Economic Club of Canada to increase attendance. 
Wait a minute-help fill The Metro Convention Centre in six weeks?! “Quite a feat,” I asserted, “No, no, no,” the honourable corrects me, “[I was 
asked to do so] in a few days. It was my pleasure to assist in bringing young people like yourself to this important event. 

Young people…such as…myself. Well, there is irrefutable proof of the honourable Jean Augustine’s generosity, as this author boasts regrets older 
than the actual young people in attendance.  Regardless of age, creed, or concern, many who were at the event would likely agree that it was a 
positive and memorable experience.  Written By  Alyson Renaldo 

 



 

 

 

100 ABC spoke with one of our 2018 100 
ABC honourees, Shannon Prince, curator of 
the Buxton National Historic Site and Muse-
um, in North Buxton Ontario. We discussed 
the significance of Black History Month and 
taking a moment to learn something new 
about us, whenever possible. For instance, 
many of us have heard of the most famous 
conductor of The Underground Railroad, 

Harriet Tubman. However, fewer of us are familiar with some of the people who 
‘disembarked’ from that ‘train’ and how they had to rebuild their lives in yet anoth-
er strange, rugged (and often frigid) new land.  

The Underground Railroad was a secret network of freed and enslaved people dur-
ing the 19th century which led enslaved Black people from United States to Canada 
while human ownership was still legal in the U.S. (Canada also has a history of slav-
ery, however, it was abolished throughout the British Empire-to which Canada then 
belonged-some thirty years before the United States). 

Much of the attention of one of the greatest civil rights movements in human histo-
ry is often centred around the courageous journeys of people heading north, but 
less so upon their lives afterwards, which arguably required as much courage to 
create a life of freedom in yet another new world that did not have their success at 
the centre of its objectives. Towns such as Dresden, Chatham, Amhestburg and Bux-
ton (formerly Elgin), were all founded by Black Pioneers. 

Shannon Prince is sixth generation Black Canadian. 100 ABC asked her to provide us 
with a few lessor known Canadian Black History facts.  Did you know that… 

Canada’s first Black doctor, Dr. Anderson Ruffin Abbott (educated in Buxton) 
became a surgeon during the US civil war and also practised medicine at 
the Freedman’s Hospital in Washington…now Howard University 

An art gallery in Chatham is featuring an exhibit entitled:  Legends Are The 
Rivers That Take Us Home, which features a 30-minute film about Black 
pioneered towns of southern Ontario. Shannon Prince will be speaking 
there 

Tony Dungy, whose roots are in Dresden ON became the first Black coach to 
win the Super Bowl in 2007 

Maidstone, Saskatchewan is home to the province’s first Black farming commu-
nity, the Shiloh people, who settled there around 1910. The log church, 
the only remaining structure of the community was made into a provincial 
historical site in 2018 

Shannon Prince explains that, “Celebrating Black History Month [a federal bill put 
forth by 100 ABC’s very own Jean Augustine], allows us to pause, reflect, honour 
and remember all of the Black Canadian stories, so we can commemorate their 
achievements. It also creates awareness [so] we should feel inspired by their lega-
cies…we are all standing on the shoulders of giants!” 

Yes, agreed.  Additionally, as history is made everyday, some of those ‘giants’ come 
in the form of a five foot tall woman, farming and actively preserving our legacy by 
curating a space like the Buxton Historical Site and Museum: a monument available 
to us, anytime we wish to connect with that part of our history. Thanks Shannon! 

Happy Black History Month from 100 ABC…let’s keep learning…throughout the year. 

Written by: Alyson Renaldo 

How Are You Celebrating 
Black History Month? 

Thanks to RBC for its 2020 
Sponsorship of the Book 
Launch and Gala—2020 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

SAVE THE DATE 

2020 BOOK LAUNCH & GALA  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2020 

WOODBINE BANQUET HALL 

30 VICE REGENT BLVD, TORONTO 

Tickets will go on sale in February 2020 

xxxxxx 

2020 Honourees Unveiled! 

https://www.100abcwomen.ca/2020-
honourees/  

xxxxxx 

Tropicana Canada Seeks Board 
Directors—Click on the Link below 

to get more information 

https://www.100abcwomen.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/Call-for-

Board-Directors.pdf  

https://www.100abcwomen.ca/2020-honourees/
https://www.100abcwomen.ca/2020-honourees/
https://www.100abcwomen.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Call-for-Board-Directors.pdf
https://www.100abcwomen.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Call-for-Board-Directors.pdf
https://www.100abcwomen.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Call-for-Board-Directors.pdf


100ABCWomen is committed to recognizing and documenting the accomplish-
ments of Black Canadian Women.  All Honourees are encouraged to share 

their accomplishments so that our readers can appreciate the difference they 
are making in their respective communities 

Check Out our Special Black History Month Special in February 2020—Great 
Stories to Share!!!! 

Celebrating Black History Month!  

Upcoming Events! 

 
 
 


